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Why did you choose Beirut to
launch your album from?

Part of me is Lebanese actually. Of
course | would have loved to launch my
album from Egypt first. Usually | open my
tour there and then close it in Lebanon.
These are the most two countries that
mean something fo me. This ime, given
the situation, | decided o open my our
from Lebanon and close it in Egypt.

Why does Beirut mean so much
to you? Is it because of your
experience in Star Academy? Or
was it already that way before?
Mo it's because I'm part Lebanese so my
roots are heraloo and | do have some
different kind of love for this country.

In the clips and songs you
perform as well as in the way you
manage your events, there seems
to be a certain benchmark you're
trying to set. What is it?

I've been very blessed first of all to have
a really good team behind me. Everything
we're doing is on an international
standard whether it’s the produchion

of the song or the music video. It's not
because of foreign producers or directors
that these are good. We have so0 many
talented people in the Middle Easl. Il's
actually about the quality of their work.
My main producer anyway is Lebanese
and my team is mostly Lebanesa and
Egyptian. Even the people here work on
international standards and have high
goals for themsehwes and mysell.

Who are you targeting in the kind
of songs you're performing?

My fan base is moslly youth. They are my
main target, but I've been blessed with
fans from all ages and all backgrounds
and all walks of life and all tastes of music
so | don't really have a target that I'm
aiming for. My album has different lypes
of songs and I'm offering this album to
everyone who's willing to listen and find
something they like.

You think youth are getting more
attracted to English songs?
When | first came out of Star Academy,

| got a lot of heat because | didnt sing

in Arabic in the Middle East. What | was

afraid of was that my only fan base would
be people who speak English or French
but surprisingly enough, most of my fans
are Arabs who don't speak a word of
eithar but they listen 1o English music.

It's just like Michael Jackson, why was
he so big in the Middle East? No-one
understood a word of what he's saying.
They just loved his music and they loved
his performances. 30 music is really
international. | listen to a lot of songs that
| don't understand what they mean bul it's

the music that speaks to me not the lyrics.

Your song “chains” aimed to be
“empowering for women" as you
said in one of your interviews. Do
you have a certain message in
your new album?

You know what? All the songs in the
album that have anything to do with love,
aven “No More™ which is probably the
most song where the girl lets down her
guy but she still has that confidence and
pride, | think that's the message | tried to
give il: You have to be strong but letting
your guy down every once in a while
st wrong. I'm the type of person that
likes to stay strong but | like to cry every
once in a while, | think that’s important
but especially in the Middle East and
especially in relalionships, a woman

or a girl should see herself as equal to
the person in front of her and just like
she respects the people around her, the
people around her shall respect her the
same. You give what you gel.

How much do you encourage
talented youth today to join the
field you joined and follow the
path you followed?

It's not something that | would say easy
and just go into it | am a big fan of
following your dreams but | think that you
should enter the field with a good group
on the ground. Your feet should also really
be on the ground. | am very lucky to be
blessed with family and friends that until
now and no matter what happens, still
know how to put my feet back on the
ground. | encourage everyone 1o follow
their dreams but just not lose sight of
whao they are. Once you do that, you can
consider yourself over.

Do you believe you can become
an international star one day? If
not, why not? What is it that we
lack in this part of the world?

| feel like the music that | sing could be
hopefully one day appreciated abroad,
maybe more than here. Who sings English
and wouldn't want to go abroad and
succeed? But my target now is the Middle
East for diffierent reasons mainly because
I'm an Arab, I'm Egyptian, I'm Lebanese
and I'm proud of that. And | want o open
the door for something new. If it works out
here then thank God for that and if it didn’t
wark then at least | tried,

Did any international producers
spot your talent and try to import
you somewhere else?

Things come on timea... | worked with
talenled producers in Mew York for two of
my songs and they are very talented and
we'll have some more work 1o come wilh
them. I'm really happy with that.

What kind of hardships did you
face so far in your career? Who
do you blame for what and who
do you thank for what?

I dont blame anyone for anything | feel
that if you are in this industry you have
to accept the good and the bad. And in
life even if you're just a regular person
and not in the spotlight people are never
going to always love you. People love you
and people hate you and it all depends
on you and the concentration you put. If
you concentrate on the pecple that love
you, you'll do well. If you concentrate on
the people that hate you then that's it. But
I don't blame anyone | just feel that the
hardships that | faced are just, you Know,
people kind of set an image and an idea
of you and they decide nol to change it.
But it's up to you to show them, lo prove
to yourself and to them that you can do
better than what they think you can do.

Mow that you've reached a place
you were dreaming to reach
years ago. What's you next dream
today?

It's to live the moment and appreciate
avery single second. Nothing more
nothing less.




